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Abstract: English is an international and official language. It is a language of employability. English language teaching 

plays a significant role in language learning and gaining its objectives. English teacher has to give up traditional methods 

and has to adopt innovative methods to teach English language. In contemporary period ,teacher play many roles like 

facilitator, mentor, motivator and guide. This paper presents the famous trends in the English language teaching that 

have been used practically in recent times. There are many contemporary innovations in English language teaching – 

teaching through technology, games, stories etc. Smart classes , whiteboards , digital connection ,mobile applications are 

some of the modern English language teaching technologies that are used now everywhere.  
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I. INTRODUCTION 

English language teaching has undergone many changes over the years. Many career alternatives once regarded 

insignificant are gaining importance at present such as communication skills ,soft skills, interpersonal skills ,ICT 

literacy etc. Some of the contemporary innovations in English language teaching includes – teaching through 

technology,  games, stories, discussions etc. 

 

II. USE OF ENGLISH IN INDIA 

India is a developing country trying to open its feathers in the sky of developed countries. English is used in India in 

official, professional, personal and academic circle. It works as a connecting language across the barriers. In India 

,the Indians have to be skilled in English Language because it will not only make connection through 

communication but also make technology and electronic advancement well versed with everyone. Use of modern 

electronic gadgets, devices and Internet can only be possible with well versed knowledge of English .There are 

many changes and trends in English language teaching in India in contemporary times as use of computer,  

technology use of audio- visual aids etc. 

 

III. METHODOLOGIES OF TEACHING ENGLISH LANGUAGE IN EARLIER DAYS 

 In earlier days, many factors have combined to affect the current ideologies of teaching of English such as the 

ineffective methodologies, unsuitable materials, over emphasis on multi language skills etc. 

 In earlier days, teachers believed in the dictum of drill and practice.  

 Teachers in earlier days while teaching English language who practiced Grammar Translation method solely 

relied on blackboard.  

 Basically, teacher controls the instructional process and the teacher tends to emphasize the factual knowledge.  

 In earlier days, learning mode trends to be passive and learners play little part in their learning process. 

Basically one method of teaching English Language was in practice for a good period of time and that was 

lecture method. In other words, the teachers deliver the lecture content and the students listen to the lecture. 

 

IV. CONTEMPORARY/ MODERN ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING TECHNOLOGIES 

The classroom scene has definitely changed over the past years .Teachers can be seen using innovative technology 

to improve their teaching methods. Teachers who were earlier seen carrying piles of books as their teaching material 

can now be seen carrying a small pen drive with them .Following are many more innovative methods and 

technologically advanced teaching tools have been instrumental in changing the entire English Language teaching 

process. 

 

4.1 Digital Connection: Bringing students and teachers together ! 

Digital technologies have indeed brought teachers closer to their students. There are several cloud- based tools like 

Google docs, Drop Box etc. Which enable sharing of important notes and research material easily with thousands of 

students.  
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4.2 Online Corpora: Accessing the texts to solve queries ! 

Online Corpora, here teachers can dig into the large collection of texts to come up with the apt answer every single 

time while earlier teachers would panic at such questions or make regular trips to the libraries for researching.  

 

4.3 Smart Classes: Simplifying teaching methods! 

The use of smart boards to explore other forms of teaching like PowerPoint presentations and short movies attracted 

the student's interest. The interactive whiteboard (IWB) is another innovative technology that helps teachers to save 

a copy of the notes that they write on the boards. 

 

4.4 Mobile Applications: Helping hand to the teachers ! 

There are apps like Edmodo, Teacher's Guide that can be beneficial in polishing the teaching method of English 

Language teachers. 

 

4.5 Global Staffrooms 

Various blogs and online ELT blogging sites help English Language teachers to come together and share their 

teaching methods.  

 

V. CONTEMPORARY INNOVATIONS OR TRENDS IN TEACHING ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

There are four specific aims of teaching English. They are to enable the students to –  

1. Listening- understand spoken form 

2. Speaking- speak correct English 

3. Reading – read English with comprehension  

4. Writing – write correct English  

Grammar Translation method ,reading method bilingual methods are outdated methods to teach English. It is the 

teacher’s responsibility to leave old methods and follow new innovative techniques, methods or trends as use of 

technology, audio- visual aids etc. For the benefit of the students. Some of the contemporary innovative methods of 

teaching English Language are following:  

 

5.1 English Language teaching through  discussions 

ELT will be effective through discussions rather than only through lectures. Group discussions make students 

attentive ,improve their knowledge of the subject and Communication skills. 

 

5.2 Teaching language through literature 

learning language through literature, reviews, analysis helps the students to improve their communication skills. So 

the teacher of English while teaching should encourage the students to read novels ,stories, essays to improve their 

general English . 

 

5.3 Teaching grammar through inductive method 

Grammar plays an important role in language learning. In English language teaching grammar should be taught 

through inductive method rather than deductive method. In this method,  the examples are given first then the rules 

are described. For e.g. when the teacher explains tenses, he does not tell structures first. He gives sentences as 

examples and asks the students to tell similar sentences. Then he introduces structures and asks the students to frame 

the sentences of their own. Grammar is taught through inductive method now a days.  

 

5.4 Teaching through Conversations and role play 

As teaching is student – centred ,teacher should play a role of mentor and facilitator. ELT through conversations and 

role – play is very significant and useful in listening and reading sections. For e.g. in drama reading roles should be 

given to students and they learn language through conversations.  

 

5.5 ELT through games 

One of the important methods in teaching vocabulary is through games. For e.g. quiz competitions to be conducted 

on synonyms, antonyms, idioms to enhance the vocabulary of students in English. English teacher should conduct 

puzzles, jumbled words, vocabulary, games etc. Use of games is the contemporary innovative method of English 

Language teaching.  
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5.6 ELT through technology 

Technology sources as Internet , social media, you tube, vocabulary apps in smart phones, mobile dictionary should 

be used by teacher for effective teaching .Contemporary innovative technique to teach English language is use of 

PPT.  

 

5.7 ELT through stories ( story method) 

Stories create interest and avoid monotony towards listening. So teacher while teaching language has to include 

stories in appropriate situations. For e.g. in recent times while students only watch or see pictures and teacher 

teaches them by narrating a story with help of that pictures. 

 

5.8 ELT through Audio and Video tools 

Incorporate audio- visual materials to supplement textbooks. These can be models ,filmstrips ,movies pictures ,mind 

mapping and brain mapping tools etc. . 

 

5.9 Teaching learning practices 

Now teachers can also make best use of their teaching plans. They can prepare interactive lectures ,worksheets and 

questionnaires with help of devices to make teaching and learning innovative.  

 

5.10 Change in goal of teaching English 

Now the contemporary innovation in teaching English is that main focus now on teaching English as a means of 

communication rather than when it was started the purpose was only to speak and understand English as native 

speakers. 

 

5.11 Role of Modern Teacher 

There is also an innovative transformation in the role of teacher in contemporary times. The teacher is not only a 

lecturer rather the role of teacher is as follows:-  

1. Guide  

2. Facilitator  

3. Counsellor  

4. Independent participant  

To Harmer, a teacher plays the role of a controller, organizer ,assessor, promoter, participant, resource, tutor and 

observer.  

 

VI. CONCLUSION 

So the teacher plays a key role to enable the students good at English language. The traditional methods lay more 

emphasis on a teacher and it is teacher centred. Repetitive practice, mechanical drills and memorization are 

hallmarks of the traditional methods of teaching English Language. There are many contemporary innovations in 

English language teaching that are use of technology, games etc. Now teachers can be seen using innovative 

teaching technology to improve their teaching methods. Technology is changing the classroom experience. In 

addition, tablet pcs , compact computer that allow you to write notes directly onto the screen with a special pen 

,replace the archaic projector. So any method using computers or modifying the existing conventional chalk – talk 

method are innovative if they ultimately serve the attainment of core objective of teaching. 
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